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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR OPERATING
AN ON LOAD TAP CHANGER FOR
REGULATING VOLTAGE ON AN ELECTRIC
POWER SYSTEM

BACKGROUND

The field of the disclosure relates generally to electric
power systems, and, more particularly, to electric power dis-
tribution systems including transformers with tap changers
and their methods of operation.

At least some known electric power systems include elec-
tric power transformers configured to regulate voltages
through the use of on-load tap changers. An on-load tap
changing (OLTC) transformer has several connection points,
so called “taps”, along at least one of its windings. With each
of these tap positions a certain number of turns is selected.
Since the output voltage of the OLTC transformer is deter-
mined by the turns ratio of the primary windings versus the
secondary windings, the output voltage can be varied by
selecting different taps. The tap position to connect to is
determined by a suitable controller and tap selection is shifted
through an on-load tap changing device. Since high voltages
are involved, and the taps are changed while the OLTC trans-
former is under load, each time a tap is changed, arcing
occurs. Arcing facilitates deterioration of the associated
materials, thereby tending to decrease the service life of the
tap changer mechanisms. Therefore, it is typically desirable
to shift taps as infrequently as possible. However, it is not
unusual to have dozens of tap changes over a 24-hour period,
especially with the increasing share of variable and intermit-
tent distributed generation (DG) in the electric power system.
The operators of the electric power system determine the
tradeoff between the frequency and number of on-load tap
changes with the subsequent wear on the tap changer and the
quality of the voltage on the portion of the system maintained
by the affected OLTC transformer.

Many known on-load tap changer controllers are config-
ured to move the tap in an OLTC transformer automatically as
a function of “raise” and “lower” commands to maintain the
system voltage at a predetermined value, i.e., a constant volt-
age set-point. Typically, on-load tap changer controllers
monitor the difference between the measured voltage at the
on-load tap changer and the voltage set-point. When the dif-
ference between this measured voltage and the predetermined
voltage set-point exceeds a previously defined tolerance
band, a tap change is triggered.

Many known electric power systems include a growing
share of distributed generation (DG). Many types of DG
significantly increase the variability of the voltage on the
portion of the system maintained by the affected OLTC trans-
former, thereby increasing the frequency of commanded tap
changes. Moreover, with a significant portion of DG on one
side of the transformer, i.e., typically the lower voltage down-
stream side, electric power flow through the OLTC trans-
former may be reversed, i.e., transmitted from the low voltage
side to the high voltage side of the transformer. As such, the
affected OLTC controller needs to be configured to detect
such a power flow reversal and still be able to ensure correct
voltage regulation. More specifically, a variable voltage set-
point may be necessary. At times of large reverse power flow,
which results in high network voltages, especially when DG
is connected at remote feeder ends, a low voltage set-point is
required. In contrast, during times of high demand by the
loads and low network voltages, a higher voltage set-point is
desired.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

FIG. 1 is a graphical representation of a prior art control
scheme 20 for OLTC devices (not shown). Control scheme 20
includes a y-axis 22 that represents a voltage set-point (V,,,)
for a voltage measured proximate a transformer (not shown)
or proximate a feeder end through potential transformers
(PTs) (not shown). Y-axis 22 is labeled using the “per-unit”
system. Control scheme 20 also includes an x-axis 24 that
represents electric power transmitted through the transformer
and intersects y-axis 22 at a point 26. X-axis 24 is labeled in
kiloWatts (kW) and includes a positive power flow portion 28
to the right of intersection point 26 and a reverse power flow
portion 30 to the left of intersection point 26.

Control scheme 20 shows a first known control curve 40
that includes a first segment 42 extending from a maximum
reverse power flow value 44 to a first predetermined break-
point 46 associated with a predetermined reverse power flow
value 48 at a constant voltage set-point value of approxi-
mately 0.975 pu. Control curve 40 also includes a second
segment 50 extending from a maximum forward power flow
value 52 to a second predetermined breakpoint 54 associated
with a predetermined forward power flow value 56 at a con-
stant voltage set-point value of approximately 1.025 pu. Con-
trol curve 40 further includes a third segment 58 that extends
linearly from first breakpoint 46 to second breakpoint 54
through an intersection with y-axis 22.

Control curves 40 provides a variable voltage set-point as a
function of forward and reverse power flow. Since the mea-
sured voltage proximate the on-load tap changer is virtually
constant, the difference between the measured voltage and
the voltage set-point will change by a variation of the voltage
set-point value. As described above, a tap change is induced
when this difference exceeds the predefined tolerance band.
Therefore, a tap change is essentially triggered by varying the
voltage set-point. In accordance with this, many tap changes
can be expected for linear segment 58 of curve 40. Moreover,
since the overall power flow dependent voltage set-point
characteristic is substantially static, many tap changes may be
experienced throughout a normal cycle of power flow through
the transformer due to control curve 40.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

In one aspect, an electric power system is provided. The
electric power system includes an on-load tap changing
(OLTC) transformer. The transformer includes a plurality of
primary windings and a plurality of secondary windings. At
least a portion of one of the primary windings and the sec-
ondary windings are inductively coupled to each other. The
system also includes at least one on-load tap changer coupled
to at least one of the plurality of primary windings and the
plurality of secondary windings. The at least one on-load tap
changer is selectively configurable to regulate the portion of
at least one of the primary windings and the secondary wind-
ings inductively coupled to each other. The system further
includes at least one processor coupled to the at least one
on-load tap changer. The at least one processor is configured
to adaptively regulate a voltage set-point of the on-load tap
changer as a function of'an adaptive OLTC transformer power
flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic.

In a further aspect, a tap changer for an on-load tap chang-
ing (OLTC) transformer is provided. The OLTC transformer
includes a plurality of primary windings and a plurality of
secondary windings. The OLTC transformer includes a plu-
rality of taps. Each tap of the plurality of taps is coupled to a
different portion of at least one of the plurality of primary
windings and the plurality of secondary windings. The tap
changer includes a tap selection device configured to selec-
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tively engage a portion of the plurality of taps. The tap
changer further includes a drive device coupled to the tap
selection device. The tap changer also includes at least one
processor coupled to the drive device. The at least one pro-
cessor is configured to adaptively regulate a voltage set-point
of the tap changer as a function of an adaptive OLTC trans-
former power flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic.
In another aspect, a method of regulating a voltage on at
least a portion of an electric distribution system is provided.
The electric distribution system includes at least one on-load
tap changing (OLTC) transformer that includes a plurality of
primary windings and a plurality of secondary windings. The
electric distribution system also includes a tap changer con-
figured to regulate an inductive coupling between the plural-
ity of primary windings and the plurality of secondary wind-
ings. The tap changer includes at least one processor. The
method includes measuring electric power flow transmitted
through the OLTC transformer and measuring a voltage of the
at least a portion of the electric power system. The method
also includes adaptively regulating a voltage set-point of the
tap changer as a function of an adaptive OLTC transformer
power flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic.

DRAWINGS

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood when the
following detailed description is read with reference to the
accompanying drawings in which like characters represent
like parts throughout the drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a graphical representation of a prior art control
scheme for on-load tap changing (OLTC) devices;

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary computing
device;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a portion of an exemplary
monitoring and control system that may include the comput-
ing device shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is a general schematic diagram of an exemplary
electric power network including both an exemplary trans-
mission network and an exemplary electric power distribu-
tion system with distributed generation (DG);

FIG. 5 is an expanded schematic diagram of a portion of the
electric power distribution system shown in FIG. 4 and taken
at area 5;

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary tap changer
device that may be used with the electric power distribution
system shown in FIG. 5;

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation of an exemplary con-
trol scheme for the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 81s a graphical representation of an alternative control
scheme for the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 9 is a graphical representation of a static control
scheme of the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 prior to
implementation of the control schemes shown in FIGS. 7 and
8;

FIG. 10 is a graphical representation of tap positions of the
tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during use of the control
scheme shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 11 is a graphical representation of voltage changes at
a feeder end of the electric power distribution system shown
in FIG. 5 due to the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during
use of the control scheme shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 12 is a graphical representation of the control scheme
shown in FIG. 7 for the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 for
a plurality of hysteresis factors;
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FIG. 13 is a graphical representation of tap positions of the
tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during use of the control
scheme shown in FIG. 7 with a hysteresis factor of 0%;

FIG. 14 is a graphical representation of voltage changes at
a feeder end of the electric power distribution system shown
in FIG. 5 due to the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during
use of the control scheme shown in FIG. 7 with a hysteresis
factor of 0%;

FIG. 15 is a graphical representation of tap changes of the
tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during use of the control
scheme shown in FIG. 7 with a hysteresis factor of 15%; and

FIG. 16 is a graphical representation of voltage changes at
a feeder end of the electric power distribution system shown
in FIG. 5 due to the tap changer device shown in FIG. 6 during
use of the control scheme shown in FIG. 7 with a hysteresis
factor of 15%.

Unless otherwise indicated, the drawings provided herein
are meant to illustrate features of embodiments of the disclo-
sure. These features are believed to be applicable in a wide
variety of systems comprising one or more embodiments of
the disclosure. As such, the drawings are not meant to include
all conventional features known by those of ordinary skill in
the art to be required for the practice of the embodiments
disclosed herein.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Inthe following specification and the claims, reference will
be made to a number of terms, which shall be defined to have
the following meanings.

The singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” include plural
references unless the context clearly dictates otherwise.

“Optional” or “optionally” means that the subsequently
described event or circumstance may or may not occur, and
that the description includes instances where the event occurs
and instances where it does not.

Approximating language, as used herein throughout the
specification and claims, may be applied to modify any quan-
titative representation that could permissibly vary without
resulting in a change in the basic function to which it is
related. Accordingly, a value modified by a term or terms,
such as “about” and “substantially”, are not to be limited to
the precise value specified. In at least some instances, the
approximating language may correspond to the precision of
an instrument for measuring the value. Here and throughout
the specification and claims, range limitations may be com-
bined and/or interchanged, such ranges are identified and
include all the sub-ranges contained therein unless context or
language indicates otherwise.

As used herein, the term “computer” and related terms,
e.g., “computing device”, are not limited to integrated circuits
referred to in the art as a computer, but broadly refers to a
microcontroller, a microcomputer, a programmable logic
controller (PL.C), an application specific integrated circuit,
and other programmable circuits, and these terms are used
interchangeably herein.

Further, as used herein, the terms “software” and “firm-
ware” are interchangeable, and include any computer pro-
gram stored in memory for execution by personal computers,
workstations, clients and servers.

As used herein, the term “non-transitory computer-read-
able media” is intended to be representative of any tangible
computer-based device implemented in any method or tech-
nology for short-term and long-term storage of information,
such as, computer-readable instructions, data structures, pro-
gram modules and sub-modules, or other data in any device.
Therefore, the methods described herein may be encoded as
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executable instructions embodied in a tangible, non-transi-
tory, computer readable medium, including, without limita-
tion, a storage device and/or a memory device. Such instruc-
tions, when executed by a processor, cause the processor to
perform at least a portion of the methods described herein.
Moreover, as used herein, the term “non-transitory computer-
readable media” includes all tangible, computer-readable
media, including, without limitation, non-transitory com-
puter storage devices, including, without limitation, volatile
and nonvolatile media, and removable and non-removable
media such as a firmware, physical and virtual storage, CD-
ROMs, DVDs, and any other digital source such as a network
or the Internet, as well as yet to be developed digital means,
with the sole exception being a transitory, propagating signal.

Furthermore, as used herein, the term “real-time” refers to
at least one of the time of occurrence of the associated events,
the time of measurement and collection of predetermined
data, the time to process the data, and the time of a system
response to the events and the environment. In the embodi-
ments described herein, these activities and events occur sub-
stantially instantaneously.

The control schemes for the tap changers embedded within
the on-load tap changing (OLTC) transformers typically used
by the electric power distribution systems described herein
provide a cost-effective method for regulating voltage on
such distribution systems. Specifically, the embodiments
described herein replace known static power flow-dependent
voltage set-point characteristics with adaptive characteristics
that are determined through the number of previous tap
changes in the tap changer. More specifically, the embodi-
ments described herein include a hysteresis factor that facili-
tates generating a substantially horizontal, i.e., a substantially
constant voltage versus power flow section in a variable volt-
age set-point characteristic that allows limited changes in
power flows after a tap change without incurring additional
short-term tap changes. Therefore, the embodiments
described herein dynamically and adaptively regulate voltage
while decreasing tap changes, thereby facilitating smooth and
stable voltage control on the feeders downstream of the trans-
former regardless of variable electrical conditions due to fast
variations in loads and distributed generation (DG). The
decreased number of tap changes facilitates extending the
service life of the tap changers and improves the regulation of
voltage on electric distribution networks.

In addition, as compared to control schemes such as those
shown in FIG. 1, resource expenditure in defining complex
parameters required for conformance with utility require-
ments is significantly reduced. For example, in the embodi-
ments described herein, constant voltage set-points of the
control scheme for the higher ends of reverse and forward
power flows, i.e., segments 42 and 50 do not need to be
defined. Also, power flow values for the associated break-
points 46 and 54. i.e., power flow values 48 and 56, respec-
tively, are not required. In contrast with such known control
schemes, the embodiments described herein only require two
set values by the utility, which is typically easily achieved.
Therefore, embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented within most electric distribution grids without com-
plex adaptation and parameter definition.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of an exemplary computing
device 105 that may be used to perform monitoring and/or
control of an electric power distribution system and, more
specifically, a tap changer device associated with a distribu-
tion transformer (neither shown in FIG. 2). Also, in the exem-
plary embodiment, computing device 105 monitors and/or
controls any piece of equipment, any system, and any process
associated with the electric power distribution system, e.g.,
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without limitation, voltage regulators, at least a portion of
distributed generation (DG), and monitoring devices (neither
shown in FIG. 2). Computing device 105 includes a memory
device 110 and a processor 115 operatively coupled to
memory device 110 for executing instructions. In some
embodiments, executable instructions are stored in memory
device 110. Computing device 105 is configurable to perform
one or more operations described herein by programming
processor 115. For example, processor 115 may be pro-
grammed by encoding an operation as one or more executable
instructions and providing the executable instructions in
memory device 110. In the exemplary embodiment, memory
device 110 is one or more devices that enable storage and
retrieval of information such as executable instructions and/
or other data. Memory device 110 may include one or more
computer readable media.

Memory device 110 may be configured to store operational
measurements including, without limitation, real-time and
historical transformer (high side and low side) and feeder
voltage values, tap changes, and/or any other type data. Also,
memory device 110 includes, without limitation, sufficient
data, algorithms, and commands to facilitate monitoring and
control of the components within the associated electric
power distribution system.

In some embodiments, computing device 105 includes a
presentation interface 120 coupled to processor 115. Presen-
tation interface 120 presents information, such as a user inter-
face and/or an alarm, to a user 125. In some embodiments,
presentation interface 120 includes one or more display
devices. In some embodiments, presentation interface 120
presents an alarm associated with the associated electric
power distribution system being monitored and controlled,
such as by using a human machine interface (HMI) (not
shown in FIG. 2). Also, in some embodiments, computing
device 105 includes a user input interface 130. In the exem-
plary embodiment, user input interface 130 is coupled to
processor 115 and receives input from user 125.

A communication interface 135 is coupled to processor
115 and is configured to be coupled in communication with
one or more other devices, such as a sensor or another com-
puting device 105, and to perform input and output operations
with respect to such devices while performing as an input
channel. Communication interface 135 may receive data
from and/or transmit data to one or more remote devices. For
example, a communication interface 135 of one computing
device 105 may transmit an alarm to the communication
interface 135 of another computing device 105.

In the exemplary embodiment, control of a tap changer for
a transformer (neither shown in FIG. 2) is performed with
local control devices, i.e., a localized computing device 105.
Alternatively, control of such tap changers is performed as a
portion of a larger, more comprehensive system, as discussed
further below.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a portion of a monitoring and
control system, i.e., a Supervisory Control and Data Acqui-
sition (SCADA) system 200 that may be used to monitor and
control at least a portion of an electric power distribution
system 500. As used herein, the term “SCADA system” refers
to any control and monitoring system that may monitor and
control electric power distribution system 500 across multiple
sites, remote sites, and large distances. SCADA system 200
includes at least one central processing unit (CPU) 215 con-
figured to execute monitoring and control algorithms and
monitoring and control logic. CPU 215 may be coupled to
other devices 220 via a communication network 225. In some
embodiments, CPU 215 is a computing device 105.
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CPU 215 interacts with a first operator 230, e.g., without
limitation, via user input interface 130 and/or presentation
interface 120. In one embodiment, CPU 215 presents infor-
mation about electric power distribution system 500, such as
alarms, to operator 230. Other devices 220 interact with a
second operator 235, e.g., without limitation, via user input
interface 130 and/or presentation interface 120. For example,
other devices 220 present alarms and/or other operational
information to second operator 235. As used herein, the term
“operator” includes any person in any capacity associated
with operating and maintaining electric power distribution
system 500, including, without limitation, shift operations
personnel, maintenance technicians, and electric dispatch
facility supervisors.

Electric power distribution system 500 includes one or
more monitoring sensors 240 coupled to CPU 215 through at
least one input channel 245. Monitoring sensors 240 collect
operational measurements including, without limitation, AC
voltages and currents generated within and transmitted
through electric power distribution system 500. Monitoring
sensors 240 repeatedly, e.g., periodically, continuously, and/
or upon request, transmit operational measurement readings
at the time of measurement. CPU 215 receives and processes
the operational measurement readings. In one embodiment,
such data may be transmitted across network 225 and may be
accessed by any device capable of accessing network 225
including, without limitation, desktop computers, laptop
computers, and personal digital assistants (PDAs) (neither
shown).

While FIG. 3 describes an alternative embodiment, some
components described for FIG. 3 may be used with the stand-
alone computing device 105 (shown in FIG. 2), e.g., without
limitation, monitoring sensors 240. As such, computing
device 105 includes, without limitation, sufficient data, algo-
rithms, and commands to independently facilitate voltage
control of electric power distribution system 500 as described
herein, thereby making SCADA system 200 and communi-
cations network 225 unnecessary.

FIG. 4 is a general schematic diagram of an exemplary
electric power network 300. In general, electric power net-
work 300 typically includes a generation and transmission
portion 400 coupled to an exemplary electric power distribu-
tion system 500. Generation and transmission portion 400
includes a plurality of power plants 402 generating and trans-
mitting electric power to a transmission grid 403, which
includes an extra high voltage transmission grid 404 and a
high voltage transmission grid 406 through which power is
transmitted to electric power distribution system 500. In the
exemplary embodiment, extra high voltage grid 404 includes
voltages greater than approximately 265 kiloVolts (kV) and
high voltage transmission grid 406 includes voltages between
approximately 110 kV and approximately 265 kV. Alterna-
tively, extra high voltage grid 404 and high voltage transmis-
sion grid 406 have any voltages that enable operation of
electric power distribution system 500 as described herein.
Some electric power customers, such as power-intensive
industrial facilities, e.g., and without limitation, factory 408,
are coupled to high voltage transmission grid 406. Electric
power network 300 may include, without limitation, any
number, type and configuration of power plants 402, extra
high voltage transmission grids 404, high voltage transmis-
sion grids 406, factories 408, and electric power distribution
systems 500.

Also, in the exemplary embodiment, electric power distri-
bution system 500 includes low wattage consumers 502 and
industrial medium wattage consumers 504. Electric power
distribution system 500 also includes distributed generation
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(DG) 506. Such DG 506 includes, without limitation, a city
power plant 508, a solar farm 510, and a wind farm 512. While
electric power distribution system 500 is shown with an
exemplary number and type of distributed generators 506,
electric power distribution system 500 may include any num-
ber and type of distributed generators 506, including, without
limitation, individual diesel generators, micro-turbines, solar
collector arrays, solar photovoltaic (PV) arrays, and wind
turbines.

FIG. 5 is an expanded schematic diagram of a portion of
electric power distribution system 500 taken at area 5 (shown
in FIG. 4) that uses computing device 105 (shown in FIG. 2).
A y-axis 520 and an x-axis 522 are labeled with distances in
arbitrary units. Electric power distribution system 500
includes a plurality of substation feeder buses 524. Each of
substation feeder buses 524 is coupled to a plurality of feeder
line segments 526. Many of feeder line segments 526 include
a plurality of loads 528 and solar PV arrays 530 that are both
configured with various sizes. The larger loads 528 and PV
arrays 530 are shown with larger-diameter circles. Loads 528
vary between 0.1 kilowatts (kW) and 20 kW. Solar PV arrays
530 vary between 3 kW and 85 kW. Alternatively, loads 528
and solar PV arrays 530 have any mix of ratings that enables
operation of electric power distribution system 500 as
described herein. In one embodiment, at least one potential
transformer (PT) 532 may be coupled to a feeder end 534 to
measure feeder voltage after most of the voltage drop is
induced. PT 532 measures voltage at feeder end 534 and
transmit signals representative of the voltage. Electric power
distribution system 500 may also include voltage regulators,
capacitor banks, distributed generation in the form of diesel
generators, and other devices (neither shown) typically used
with distribution systems.

Electric power distribution system 500 further includes at
least one substation distribution transformer 550 coupled to a
medium voltage substation bus 552, e.g., without limitation,
20kV, and one of the low voltage substation feeder buses 524.
In the exemplary embodiment, transformer 550 is rated for
630kilo-Volt-Amperes (kVA). Alternatively, transformer 550
has any rating that enables operation of electric power distri-
bution system 500 as described herein. Also, in the exemplary
embodiment, transformer 550 is an OLTC transformer with a
tap changer device (not shown in FIG. 5, and described fur-
ther below). A PT 551 is coupled to medium voltage substa-
tion bus 552 proximate transformer 550 to measure voltage
on bus 552 and transmit signals representative of the voltage
on bus 552 to at least one of computing device 105 (shown in
FIG. 2) and SCADA system 200. Similarly, a PT 553 is
coupled to low voltage substation feeder bus 524 proximate
transformer 550 to measure voltage on bus 524 and transmit
signals representative of the voltage on bus 524 to at least one
of computing device 105 (shown in FIG. 2) and SCADA
system 200. In at least some embodiments, a PT is used to
measure voltage proximate the tap changer. As such, for those
embodiments, and because more than one voltage measure-
ment is typically not needed, PT 551 and PT 553 may not be
needed.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of an exemplary on-load tap
changer 600 that may be used with electric power distribution
system 500 (shown in FIG. 5) and computing device 105
(shown in FIG. 2). Inthe exemplary embodiment, tap changer
600 is a rotary tap selector in-tank type with a make-before-
break contactor configuration. Alternatively, tap changer 600
is any type of tap changer that enables operation of electric
power distribution system 500 as described herein. OLTC
substation distribution transformer 550 includes a plurality of
medium voltage, i.e., primary windings 554 coupled to
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medium voltage substation bus 552 through tap changer 600.
OLTC substation distribution transformer 550 also includes a
plurality of low voltage, i.e., secondary windings 556 coupled
to the low voltage substation feeder buses 524. In the exem-
plary embodiment, tap changer 600 is physically coupled to
primary windings 554. Alternatively, tap changer 600 is
physically coupled to secondary windings 556.

Electric power may be transmitted in both directions
through transformer 550. Specifically, electric power is trans-
mitted from primary windings 554 to secondary windings
556 when power drawn by loads 528 (shown in FIG. 5) is
greater than power generation of the sum of operating DG
downstream of transformer 550, e.g., solar PV arrays 530
(shown in FIG. 5), power plant 508, solar farm 510, and wind
farm 512 (all three shown in FIG. 4), and any diesel genera-
tors and micro-turbines (neither shown). Under such condi-
tions, electric power flows from primary windings 554 to
secondary windings 556, i.e., from high voltage transmission
grid 406 into electric power distribution system 500 as shown
with forward arrow 558 and may be referred to as forward
power flow or positive power flow. In contrast, if the DG
downstream of transformer 550 is generating more power
than is consumed downstream of transformer 550 by loads
528, electric power transmission is reversed and electric
power flows from secondary windings 556 to primary wind-
ings 554, i.e., from electric power distribution system 500
into high voltage transmission grid 406 as shown with reverse
arrow 560. This situation may be referred to as reverse power
flow or negative power flow.

Tap changer 600 includes a rotary tap selector 602 that
includes a first, or outer contact portion 604 and a second, or
inner contact portion 606, both coupled to medium voltage
substation bus 552 through a plurality of conduits 608. Wind-
ings 554 are coupled to medium voltage substation bus 552
through a conduit 609. Rotary tap selector 602 includes a
plurality of radially outer notches 610 and a first notch selec-
tor arm 612 configured to couple with radially outer notches
610. Radially outer notches 610 are configured with odd
numerals 1 through 15 corresponding to a plurality of odd
numbered OLTC transformer taps 1 through 15 that are
coupled to portions of primary windings 554 in incremental
portions of windings 554. Rotary tap selector 602 also
includes a plurality of radially inner notches 614 and a second
notch selector arm 616 configured to couple with radially
inner notches 614. Radially inner notches 614 are configured
with even numerals 2 through 16 corresponding to a plurality
of even numbered OLTC transformer taps 2 through 16 that
are coupled to portions of primary windings 554 in incremen-
tal portions of windings 554. Odd numbered OLTC trans-
former taps 1 through 15 and even numbered OLTC trans-
former taps 2 through 16 define plurality of OLTC
transformer taps 618.

Selection of taps 1 through 16 of plurality of OLTC trans-
former taps 618 regulates an inductive coupling between
primary windings 554 and secondary windings 556 by select-
ing a tap 1 through 16 that provides a predetermined ratio of
the number of primary windings 554 to the number of sec-
ondary windings 556. Such windings’ ratio facilitates a pre-
determined primary-to-secondary voltage ratio. In the
example shown in FIG. 6, the turns ratio increases with
increasing the tap number from 1 through 16. The relation-
ship of the number of turns and the voltages is shown as:

Vi Vour=T1/I5, Equation (1)

where V,, represents the inlet voltage, i.e., high voltage on
primary windings 554, V., represents the outlet voltage,
i.e., low voltage on secondary windings 556, T, represents the
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number of winding turns associated with primary windings
554, and T, represents the number of winding turns associ-
ated with secondary windings 556.

Tap changer 600 also includes a motor 620 coupled to a tap
selection arm 622 that is configured to selectively move each
of first notch selector arm 612 and second notch selector arm
616 to a predetermined odd notch 610 and even notch 614,
respectively. Tap changer 600 further includes at least one
switch 624, e.g., without limitation, a diverter switch, that
operate in conjunction with motor 620 to select which of the
16 taps is in service. Tap changer 600 also includes additional
equipment, e.g., and without limitation, transition/limiting
resistors. Computing device 105 is coupled to motor 620 and
switches 624 to operate tap changer 600 as described further
below.

In operation, one of 1 through 16 of plurality of OLTC
transformer taps 618 is selected to provide a first predeter-
mined ratio of primary windings 554 to secondary windings
556. First notch selector arm 612 is positioned to one of
radially outer notches 610 oddly numbered 1 through 15 and
second notch selector arm 616 is positioned to one of radially
inner notches 614 evenly numbered 2 through 16. However,
switches 624 select only one of first notch selector arm 612
and second notch selector arm 616 at any one time. Therefore,
commands from computing device 105 selectively reposition
one of first notch selector arm 612 and second notch selector
arm 616 through operation of motor 620 and tap selection arm
622, i.e., the arm 612 or 616 that is not currently associated
with the in-service tap. Only numerically adjacent taps can be
selected for the next move, e.g., first notch selector arm 612
can shift from notch 1 to notch 3, but not from notch 1 to notch
5 or from notch 1 to notch 15. Once the desired tap notch is
selected, computing device 105 operates switches 624 to
select the previously unselected notch selector arm 612 or 616
in the new tap position and then de-select the previously
selected arm 612 and 616 in a make-before-break manner,
thereby establishing a second predetermined ratio of primary
windings 554 to secondary windings 556.

FIG. 7 is a graphical representation of an exemplary con-
trol scheme 700 for tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6).
Control scheme 700 includes a y-axis 702 that represents a
voltage set-point (V) for a voltage measured proximate
transformer 550 (shown in FIGS. 5 and 6) through PTs 551 or
553 (both shown in FIG. 5) for computing device 105 (shown
in FIG. 2) and transformer 550 to control to. Alternatively,
voltages measured proximate feeder end 534 (shown in FIG.
5) through PT 532 (shown in FIG. 5) may be used. Control
scheme 700 also includes an x-axis 704 that represents elec-
tric power transmitted through transformer 550. Y-axis 702 is
labeled using the “per-unit” system, i.e., the intersection of
y-axis 702 with x-axis 704 is equivalent to the nominal rated
voltage of distribution system 500 (shown in FIG. 5) and is
provided a unit value of 1.0 per-unit (pu).

The uppermost voltage set-points are usually determined
by the electric utility that operates transformer 550 and dis-
tribution system 500. These uppermost voltage set-points are
typically based on regulations and established standards. For
instance, assume the allowed voltage range at a customer’s
service point is +/—~10% of nominal voltage, i.e. 0.90 pu to
1.10 pu. Also, e.g., assume that the voltage drop in the low
voltage grid, i.e., from the substation to the customer’s point
of interconnection is 5%, and another 0.5% voltage drop is
assumed in the house connection line. Then a worst case
scenario is assumed for positive power tlow, i.e., a positive
power flow is measured over the OLTC transformer, but there
is one feeder with a large DG unit feeding in power, i.e., aline
with a large DG unit at the end of the feeder and a very large
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load right at the beginning of the feeder. In this case, a voltage
rise of 5.5% in the opposite direction of the power flow
measured at the OLTC transformer might result. Therefore,
even if positive power flow is measured over the OLTC trans-
former, the voltage set-point may not exceed 1.045 pu in order
to leave this safety margin of 5.5% voltage rise in the opposite
power flow direction and thus still ensure the voltage is below
the maximum allowed voltage of 1.1 pu. Therefore, in the
exemplary embodiment, the uppermost voltage set-point is
1.045 pu, i.e., 104.5% of the nominal rated voltage.

The lowermost voltage set-points are usually determined
by the electric utility in a manner similar to that used for the
uppermost voltage limits described above. The allowed volt-
age range at a customer’s service point is +/—=10% of nominal
voltage, i.e. 0.90 pu to 1.10 pu. Also, e.g., assume that the
voltage drop in the low voltage grid, i.e., from the substation
to the customer’s point of interconnection is 5%, and another
0.5% voltage drop is assumed in the house connection line.
Then a worst case scenario is assumed for reverse power flow,
i.e., a reverse power flow is measured over the OLTC trans-
former, but there is one feeder with a large load drawing a
large amount of electric power, i.e., aline with a large DG unit
at the beginning of the feeder and a very large load at the end
of the feeder. In this case, a voltage rise of 5.5% in the
opposite direction of the power flow measured at the OLTC
transformer might result. Therefore, even if reverse power
flow is measured over the OLTC transformer, the voltage
set-point may not exceed 0.955 pu in order to leave this safety
margin of 5.5% voltage rise in the opposite power flow direc-
tion and thus still ensure the voltage is below the minimum
allowed voltage of 0.90 pu. Therefore, in the exemplary
embodiment, the lowermost set-point is 0.955 pu, i.e., 95.5%
of the nominal rated voltage.

The methods for deriving the uppermost and lowermost
voltage set-points and values for such set-points are for
example only. Alternatively, any values for the uppermost and
lowermost voltage set-points that enable operation of trans-
former 550 and tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6) as
described herein are used.

The uppermost forward, or positive power flow parameters
associated with x-axis 704 are determined by factors that
include, without limitation, the number of consumers con-
nected to feeder line segments 526 and their estimated electric
power consumption as a function of time. A determination is
made as to the highest expected customer power load
(LD,,,.)- Similarly, the uppermost reverse power flow deter-
mination (PV,,,.) is made using factors that include, without
limitation, known values for installed DG coupled to feeder
line segments 526.

The limits along y-axis 702 for transformer substation
voltage and x-axis 704 for forward and reverse power flows
define two points, i.e., first point 706 and second point 708.
Computing device 105 (shown in FIG. 2) generates a first
OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point character-
istic 710 such that first OLTC transformer power flow depen-
dent voltage set-point characteristic 710 is configured to
extend substantially linearly between first point 706 and sec-
ond point 708. Therefore, as power flow varies between
PV,,.. and LD, . the voltage set-point varies substantially
linearly and tap changer 600 is operated by computing device
105 to select the appropriate tap 1 through 16 of plurality of
taps 618 that coincide with the associated voltage set-point.
The coordinates of first point 706 and second point 708 are
loaded into memory device 110 as predetermined voltage
parameters for transformer 550.

Control scheme 700 is an adaptive power flow dependent
variable voltage set-point scheme. Therefore, in the event of a
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tap change in the exemplary embodiment, computing device
105 generates a second OLTC transformer power flow depen-
dent voltage set-point characteristic 712. Second character-
istic 712 includes a substantially constant voltage, or hyster-
esis portion 714 for a predetermined range of electric power
flow through transformer 550, i.e., for a predetermined range
parallel to x-axis 704, such predetermined range at least par-
tially based on a predetermined deviation of power flow
through the OLTC transformer from the actual value of power
flow at the instant of the tap change. As used herein, the term
“hysteresis” refers to the tendency of second characteristic
712, and subsequent characteristics, to depend not only on
current voltage and power flow conditions, but to depend on
previous characteristics. Thus, hysteresis refers to the ten-
dency to create substantially flat portions that significantly
slow down the change in voltage set-point as a function of
power flow through transformer 550. Therefore, computing
device 105 generates second characteristic 712 to intersect
with first characteristic 710 at a midpoint 716 such that first
characteristic 710 bisects hysteresis portion 714 into two
equal hysteresis sections 718 defined by endpoints 720 and
722 with midpoint 716. Hysteresis sections 718 have a length
L/2 that is proportional to a predetermined hysteresis factor.
In the exemplary embodiment, the predetermined hysteresis
factor is within a range between approximately 0% and
approximately 25% of the power flow defined by either
PV, .. and LD, . Alternatively, any values of hysteresis
factor that enable operation of electric power distribution
system 500 as described herein are used, including, without
limitation, within a range between approximately 5% and
approximately 25%.

Second characteristic 712 also includes a first portion 724
parallel to first characteristic 710 and extending from first
endpoint 720 of hysteresis portion 714 to a PV, point 726
defined by PV,,,,,,. Second characteristic 712 also includes a
second portion 728 parallel to first characteristic 710 and
extending from second endpoint 722 of hysteresis portion
714 to a LD,,,, point 730 defined by LD,,, ... Therefore, first
parallel portion 724 and second parallel portion 728 are offset
by hysteresis portion 714. Alternatively, hysteresis portion
714 may extend in only one direction from first characteristic
710 for a predetermined offset distance.

In the exemplary embodiment, hysteresis portion 714
facilitates reducing a potential for further tap changes after
the first tap change by allowing small changes in power flow
at a substantially constant voltage set-point up to a pair of
limits defined by endpoints 720 and 722. However, if the
change in power flow extends beyond, e.g., endpoint 720, the
voltage set-point is regulated according to first parallel por-
tion 724 and if the power flow change is large enough, a
second tap change is executed and a third OLTC transformer
power flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic 732 is
generated. Third characteristic 732 includes a hysteresis por-
tion 734 similar to hysteresis portion 714, including having
length L, with the exception that hysteresis portion 734 is
bisected by first parallel portion 724 of second characteristic
712. Also, third characteristic 732 includes a first parallel
portion 736 offset distance L from first characteristic 710 and
a second parallel portion 738 that is substantially coincident
with first characteristic 710.

As shown above, the feature associated with a subsequent
characteristic bisecting an immediately preceding character-
istic facilitates maintaining at least a portion of the plurality of
preceding characteristics generated during typical changes in
power flow through transformer 550. For those circumstances
where a fourth tap change will be in response to decreasing
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reverse power flow and an increased voltage set-point, such
fourth characteristic (not shown) will be substantially similar
to second characteristic 712.

In general, since newly generated characteristics will have
a substantially horizontal portion, such as hysteresis portions
714 and 734, they will not resemble first characteristic 710
with its lack of inflection. Alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, computing device 105 is configured to generate at
least some subsequent characteristics that are substantially
similar to first characteristic 710. Also, in some embodiments,
computing device 105 is configured to generate characteris-
tics having parameters that include generating subsequent
characteristics only within predetermined proximity ranges
to first characteristic 710. Further, in some embodiments,
computing device 105 is configured to generate characteris-
tics that shift the characteristics in only one direction.

FIG. 81s a graphical representation of an alternative control
scheme 800 for tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6). Control
scheme 800 includes a y-axis 802 that represents a voltage
set-point (V) for a voltage measured proximate transformer
550 (shown in FIGS. 4 and 5) through PTs 551 or 553 (both
shown in FIG. 4) for computing device 105 (shown in FIG. 2)
and transformer 550 to control to. Alternatively, voltages
measured proximate feeder end 534 (shown in FIG. 4)
through PT 532 (shown in FIG. 4) may be used. Control
scheme 800 also includes an x-axis 804 that represents elec-
tric power transmitted through transformer 550. Y-axis 802 is
labeled using the “per-unit” system, i.e., the intersection of
y-axis 802 with x-axis 804 is equivalent to the nominal rated
voltage of distribution system 500 (shown in FIG. 4) and is
provided a unit value of 1.0 per-unit (pu).

The uppermost voltage set-points and the lowermost volt-
age set-points are determined as described above.

The uppermost forward, or positive power flow parameters
associated with x-axis 804 are determined by factors that
include, without limitation, the number of consumers con-
nected to feeder line segments 526 and their estimated electric
power consumption as a function of time. As such, a deter-
mination is made as to the highest expected customer power
load (LD,,,, ). Similarly, the uppermost reverse power flow
determination (PV,,,.) is made using factors that include,
without limitation, known values for installed DG coupled to
feeder line segments 526 associated with transformer 550.

The limits along y-axis 802 for transformer substation
voltage and x-axis 804 for forward and reverse power flows
define two points, i.e., first point 806 and second point 808.
Computing device 105 generates a first OLTC transformer
power flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic 810
such that first OLTC transformer power flow dependent volt-
age set-point characteristic 810 is configured to extend sub-
stantially linearly between first point 806 and second point
808. Therefore, as power flow varies between PV, . and
LD,,,. the voltage set-point varies substantially linearly and
tap changer 600 is operated by computing device 105 to select
the appropriate tap 1 through 16 of plurality of taps 618 that
coincide with the associated voltage set-point. The coordi-
nates of first point 806 and second point 808 are loaded into
memory device 110 as predetermined parameters for trans-
former 550.

Control scheme 800 is an adaptive power flow dependent
variable voltage set-point scheme. In the event of a tap change
in the exemplary embodiment, computing device 105 gener-
ates a second OLTC transformer power flow dependent volt-
age set-point characteristic 812. Second characteristic 812
includes a substantially constant voltage, or hysteresis por-
tion 814 for a predetermined range of electric power flow
through transformer 550, i.e., for a predetermined range par-
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allel to x-axis 804, such predetermined range at least partially
based on a predetermined deviation of power flow through the
OLTC transformer from the actual value of power flow at the
instant of the tap change. Therefore, computing device 105
generates second characteristic 812 to intersect with first
characteristic 810 at a midpoint 816 such that first character-
istic 810 bisects hysteresis portion 814 into two equal hyster-
esis sections 818 defined by endpoints 820 and 822 with
midpoint 816. Hysteresis sections 818 have a length [/2 that
is proportional to a predetermined hysteresis factor. In the
exemplary embodiment, the predetermined hysteresis factor
is within a range between approximately 5% and approxi-
mately 25% of the power flow defined by either PV, and
LD,,,.. Alternatively, any values of hysteresis factor that
enable operation of computing device 105 and electric power
distribution system 500 as described herein are used.
Second characteristic 812 also includes a first portion 824
oblique to first characteristic 810 and extending from first
endpoint 820 of hysteresis portion 814 to second point 808.
Second characteristic 812 also includes a second portion 828
oblique to first characteristic 810 and extending from second
endpoint 822 of hysteresis portion 814 to first point 806.
Therefore, first oblique portion 824 and second oblique por-
tion 828 are offset by hysteresis portion 814. Alternatively,
hysteresis portion 814 may extend in only one direction from
first characteristic 810 for a predetermined offset distance.
In the exemplary embodiment, hysteresis portion 814
facilitates reducing a potential for further tap changes after
the first tap change by allowing small changes in power flow
at a substantially constant voltage set-point up to a pair of
limits defined by endpoints 820 and 822. However, if the
change in power flow extends beyond, e.g., endpoint 820, the
voltage set-point is regulated according to first oblique por-
tion 824 and if the power flow change is large enough, a
second tap change is executed and a third OLTC transformer
power flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic 832 is
generated. Third characteristic 832 includes a hysteresis por-
tion 834 similar to hysteresis portion 814, including having
length L, with the exception that hysteresis portion 834 is
bisected by first oblique portion 824 of second characteristic
812 at a midpoint 833. Hysteresis portion 834 is defined by
endpoints 830 and 831. Also, third characteristic 832 includes
a first oblique portion 836 extending from first endpoint 830
of hysteresis portion 834 to point 808. Further, third charac-
teristic 832 includes a second oblique portion 838 that
extends from second endpoint 831 of hysteresis portion 834
to point 806. Therefore, first oblique portion 836 and second
oblique portion 838 are offset by hysteresis portion 834.
Maintaining such proximity to at least a portion of the
plurality of preceding characteristics facilitates operation of
transformer 550 through a substantial portion of the ranges
associated with the voltage set-point limits and power flow
limits that define points 806 and 808. For those circumstances
where a fourth tap change will be in response to decreasing
reverse power flow and an increased voltage set-point, such
fourth characteristic (not shown) will be substantially similar
to second characteristic 812.
In general, since newly generated characteristics will have
a substantially horizontal portion, such as hysteresis portions
814 and 834, they will not resemble first characteristic 810
with its lack of inflection. Alternatively, in some embodi-
ments, computer device 105 is configured to generate at least
some subsequent characteristics that are substantially similar
to first characteristic 810. Also, in some embodiments, com-
puter device 105 is configured to generate characteristics
having parameters that include generating subsequent char-
acteristics only within predetermined proximity ranges to
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first characteristic 810. Further, in some embodiments, com-
puter device 105 is configured to generate characteristics that
shift the characteristics in only one direction.

FIG. 9 is a graphical representation of a static control
scheme 900 of tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6) prior to
implementation of control schemes 700 and 800 (shown in
FIGS. 7 and 8, respectively). Control scheme 900 is shown as
a voltage set-point in units of pu as a function of power flow
in kW.

FIG. 10 s a graphical representation of tap positions 920 of
tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6) during use of control
scheme 900 (shown in FIG. 9). Each tap change is equivalent
to approximately 0.025 pu. FIG. 11 is a graphical represen-
tation of voltage changes 940 at an end of a feeder line
segment 534 (shown in FIG. 5) of electric power distribution
system 500 (shown in FIG. 5) due to operation of tap changer
600 (shown in FIG. 6) during use of control scheme 900
(shown in FIG. 9). At approximately 4.5%10* seconds, tap
changer 600 shifts the selected tap downward twice. A result-
ant voltage drop from approximately 1.00 pu to approxi-
mately 0.98 pu is induced, where the voltage remains rela-
tively constant until a voltage drop due to additional loads on
feeder line segment 526 is induced at approximately
4.565%10* seconds. Tap changer 600 shifts upward one tap
and voltage is restored to approximately 0.975 pu. Two addi-
tional successive upward tap changes at approximately
4.575%10* seconds increase the voltage to approximately
1.018 pu. One downward tap change at approximately
4.585%10* seconds and another downward tap change at
approximately 4.59*10* seconds provides for voltage
decreases to approximately 1 pu and 0.979 pu, respectively.

FIG. 12 is a graphical representation 1000 of control
scheme 700 (shown in FIG. 7) for tap changer 600 (shown in
FIG. 5) comparing a plurality of hysteresis factors. The hys-
teresis factor is increased from 0% to 25% in 5% increments
for illustration of the effect of the magnitude of the hysteresis
factor. As shown in area 1002, the hysteresis, i.e., constant
voltage portions increase in length as the hysteresis factor
increases. Therefore, as the hysteresis factor increases, the
offsets from older characteristics increases.

FIG. 13 is a graphical representation of tap positions 1010
of tap changer 600 (shown in FIG. 6) during use of control
scheme 700 (shown in FIGS. 7 and 12) with a hysteresis
factor of 0%. FIG. 14 is a graphical representation of voltage
changes 1020 at feeder end 534 of electric power distribution
system 500 (both shown in FIG. 5) due to tap changer 600
(shownin FIG. 6) during use of control scheme 700 (shown in
FIGS. 7 and 12) with a hysteresis factor of 0%. FIG. 15 is a
graphical representation of tap changes 1030 of tap changer
600 (shown in FIG. 6) during use of control scheme 700
(shown in FIGS. 7 and 12) with a hysteresis factor of 15%.
FIG. 15 is a graphical representation of voltage changes 1040
at feeder end 534 of electric power distribution system 500
(both shown in FIG. 5) due to tap changer 600 (shown in FIG.
6) during use of control scheme 700 (shown in FIGS. 7 and
12) with a hysteresis factor of 15%. Assume the same power
loads and DG for both cases.

In the exemplary embodiment, comparing FIGS. 13 and
15, i.e., comparing a 0% hysteresis factor with a 15% hyster-
esis factor, tap changes 1010 include a total of five tap
changes with three in quick succession. Tap changes 1030
include a first tap change and a second tap change. The
increased hysteresis factor increases the horizontal portion,
i.e., the portion with constant voltage set-point, of the voltage
set-point characteristics, thereby decreasing the number of
tap changes by increasing the power flow change tolerated
with an existing tap setting. Comparing FIGS. 14 and 16, i.e.,
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comparing a 0% hysteresis factor with a 15% hysteresis fac-
tor, voltage changes 1020 and 1040 include a similar voltage
change 1021 and 1041, respectively, to approximately 1.008
pu for a single tap change. However, comparing voltage
changes 1022 and 1042, the changes in 1042 are less frequent
and have a lower amplitude. The voltage characteristic 1024
ranges between approximately 1.018 and 1.028 pu. In con-
trast, the voltage characteristic 1044 ranges between approxi-
mately 0.992 pu and 1.003 pu. Therefore, with a lower num-
ber of tap changes, a smoother voltage with smaller voltage
differentials is obtained. Also, unnecessary tap changes due
to fast variations of load or DG power are avoided by intro-
ducing the hysteresis factor.

The above-described control schemes for the tap changers
embedded within the on-load tap changing (OLTC) trans-
formers typically used by the electric power distribution sys-
tems described herein provide a cost-effective method for
regulating voltage on such distribution systems. Specifically,
the embodiments described herein replace known static
power flow-dependent voltage set-point characteristics with
adaptive characteristics that are determined through the num-
ber of previous tap changes in the tap changer. More specifi-
cally, the embodiments described herein include a hysteresis
factor that facilitates generating a substantially horizontal,
i.e., a substantially constant voltage versus power flow char-
acteristic in a variable voltage set-point characteristic that
allows limited changes in power flows after a tap change
without incurring additional short-term tap changes. There-
fore, the embodiments described herein dynamically and
adaptively regulate voltage while decreasing tap changes,
thereby facilitating smooth and stable voltage control on the
feeders downstream of the transformer regardless of variable
electrical conditions due to fast variations in loads and dis-
tributed generation (DG). The decreased number of tap
changes facilitates extending the service life of the tap chang-
ers and improves the regulation of voltage on electric distri-
bution networks.

In addition, as compared to control schemes such as those
shown in FIG. 1, resource expenditure in defining complex
parameters required for conformance with utility require-
ments is significantly reduced. For example, in the embodi-
ments described herein, constant voltage set-points of the
control scheme for the higher ends of reverse and forward
power flows, i.e., segments 42 and 50 do not need to be
defined. Also, power flow values for the associated break-
points 46 and 54. i.e., power flow values 48 and 56, respec-
tively, are not required. In contrast with such known control
schemes, the embodiments described herein only require two
set values by the utility, which is typically easily achieved.
Therefore, embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented within most electric distribution grids without com-
plex adaptation and parameter definition.

An exemplary technical effect of the methods, systems,
and apparatus described herein includes at least one of: (a)
providing an adaptive and variable OLTC transformer power
flow dependent voltage set-point control scheme; (b) substan-
tially decreasing the number of tap changes used to regulate
voltage on feeders downstream of distribution substation
transformers; (c) ensuring correct voltage regulation during
periods of reverse power flow due to distributed generation,
thereby facilitating smoother voltages; and (d) decreasing
complex adaptations and parameter definitions associated
with utility requirements.

Exemplary embodiments of electric power distribution
systems for transmitting electric power to customer loads
downstream of a distribution substation transformer, and
methods of operating such systems and devices are not lim-
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ited to the specific embodiments described herein, but rather,
components of systems and/or steps of the methods may be
utilized independently and separately from other components
and/or steps described herein. For example, the methods may
also be used in combination with other systems requiring
electric power transmission and the associated methods, and
are not limited to practice with only the transmission and
distribution systems and methods as described herein. Rather,
the exemplary embodiment can be implemented and utilized
in connection with many other transmission applications that
are currently configured to transmit and receive electric
power, e.g., and without limitation, distribution systems in
remote areas and industrial facilities.

Although specific features of various embodiments of the
invention may be shown in some drawings and not in others,
this is for convenience only. In accordance with the principles
of the invention, any feature of a drawing may be referenced
and/or claimed in combination with any feature of any other
drawing.

Some embodiments involve the use of one or more elec-
tronic or computing devices. Such devices typically include a
processor or controller, such as a general purpose central
processing unit (CPU), a graphics processing unit (GPU), a
microcontroller, a reduced instruction set computer (RISC)
processor, an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a
programmable logic circuit (PLC), and/or any other circuit or
processor capable of executing the functions described
herein. The methods described herein may be encoded as
executable instructions embodied in a computer readable
medium, including, without limitation, a storage device and/
or a memory device. Such instructions, when executed by a
processor, cause the processor to perform at least a portion of
the methods described herein. The above examples are exem-
plary only, and thus are not intended to limit in any way the
definition and/or meaning of the term processor.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention, including the best mode, and also to enable any
person skilled in the art to practice the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of the invention
is defined by the claims, and may include other examples that
occur to those skilled in the art. Such other examples are
intended to be within the scope of the claims if they have
structural elements that do not differ from the literal language
of'the claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements
with insubstantial differences from the literal language of the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An electric power system comprising:

an on-load tap changing (OLTC) transformer comprising a
plurality of primary windings and a plurality of second-
ary windings, at least a portion of one of said primary
windings and said secondary windings inductively
coupled to each other;

at least one on-load tap changer coupled to at least one of
said plurality of primary windings and said plurality of
secondary windings, said at least one on-load tap
changer selectively configurable to regulate the portion
of at least one of said primary windings and said sec-
ondary windings inductively coupled to each other;

at least one processor coupled to said at least one on-load
tap changer, said at least one processor configured to
adaptively regulate a voltage set-point of said on-load
tap changer as a function of an adaptive OLTC trans-
former power flow dependent voltage set-point charac-
teristic;
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wherein said processor is further configured to:

generate a first OLTC transformer power flow dependent
voltage set-point characteristic, wherein at least a por-
tion of the first OLTC transformer power flow dependent
set-point characteristic is configured to extend substan-
tially linearly between at least one of a predetermined
reverse electric power flow value and a predetermined
forward electric power flow value; and

generate a second OLTC transformer power flow depen-

dent voltage set-point characteristic including a substan-
tially constant voltage set-point portion for a predeter-
mined range of transformer electric power flow.

2. The electric power system in accordance with claim 1,
wherein said processor is further configured to generate the
second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point
characteristic such that the substantially constant voltage set-
point portion intersects with the first OLTC transformer
power flow dependent set-point characteristic.

3. The electric power system in accordance with claim 1,
wherein the predetermined range of transformer electric
power flow defines a hysteresis portion extending between
approximately 0% and 25% of the at least one of the prede-
termined reverse electric power flow value and the predeter-
mined forward electric power flow value.

4. The electric power system in accordance with claim 1,
wherein said processor is further configured to generate at
least one of:

the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-

point characteristic including at least one portion sub-
stantially parallel to the at least a portion of the first
OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point char-
acteristic extending substantially linearly between at
least one of the predetermined reverse electric power
flow value and the predetermined forward electric power
flow value; and

the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-

point characteristic including at least one portion inter-
secting with the first OLTC transformer power flow
dependent set-point characteristic through at least one of
the predetermined reverse electric power flow value and
the predetermined forward electric power flow value.

5. The electric power system in accordance with claim 1
further comprising at least one memory device coupled to
said at least one processor, said at least one memory device
configured to store the predetermined reverse electric power
flow value and the predetermined forward electric power flow
value as predetermined parameters for said OLTC trans-
former.

6. The electric power system in accordance with claim 1,
wherein the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent
set-point characteristic is generated as aresult of a tap change.

7. A tap changer for an on-load tap changing (OLTC)
transformer, the OLTC transformer including a plurality of
primary windings and a plurality of secondary windings, the
OLTC transformer further including a plurality of taps, each
tap of the plurality of taps coupled to a different portion of at
least one of the plurality of primary windings and the plurality
of secondary windings, said tap changer comprising:

a tap selection device configured to selectively engage a

portion of said plurality of taps;

a drive device coupled to said tap selection device;

at least one processor coupled to said drive device, said at

least one processor configured to adaptively regulate a
voltage set-point of said tap changer as a function of an
adaptive OLTC transformer power flow dependent volt-
age set-point characteristic;
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wherein said processor is further configured to:

generate a first OLTC transformer power flow dependent
set-point characteristic, wherein at least a portion of the
first OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point
characteristic is configured to extend substantially lin-
early between at least one of a predetermined reverse
electric power flow value and a predetermined forward
electric power flow value; and

generate a second OLTC transformer power flow depen-

dent set-point characteristic including a substantially
constant voltage set-point portion for a predetermined
range of transformer electric power flow.

8. The tap changer in accordance with claim 7, wherein
said processor is further configured to generate the second
OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point character-
istic such that the substantially constant voltage set-point
portion intersects with the first OLTC transformer power flow
dependent set-point characteristic.

9. The tap changer in accordance with claim 7, wherein the
predetermined range of transformer electric power flow
defines a hysteresis portion extending between approxi-
mately 0% and 25% of the at least one of the predetermined
reverse electric power flow value and the predetermined for-
ward electric power flow value.

10. The tap changer in accordance with claim 7, wherein
said processor is further configured to generate at least one of:

the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-

point characteristic including at least one portion sub-
stantially parallel to the at least a portion of the first
OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point char-
acteristic extending substantially linearly between at
least one of the predetermined reverse electric power
flow value and the predetermined forward electric power
flow value; and

the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-

point characteristic including at least one portion inter-
secting with the first OLTC transformer power flow
dependent set-point characteristic through at least one of
the predetermined reverse electric power flow value and
the predetermined forward electric power flow value.

11. The tap changer in accordance with claim 7 further
comprising at least one memory device coupled to said at
least one processor, said at least one memory device config-
ured to store the predetermined reverse electric power flow
value and the predetermined forward electric power flow
value as predetermined parameters for the OLTC transformer.

12. The tap changer in accordance with claim 7, wherein
the second OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-
point characteristic is generated as a result of a tap change.

13. A method of regulating a voltage on at least a portion of
an electric distribution system, the electric distribution sys-
tem including at least one on-load tap changing (OLTC)
transformer that includes a plurality of primary windings and
a plurality of secondary windings and a tap changer config-
ured to regulate an inductive coupling between the plurality
of primary windings and the plurality of secondary windings,
the tap changer including at least one processor, said method
comprising:
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measuring electric power flow transmitted through the
OLTC transformer;

measuring a voltage of the at least a portion of the electric

power system,
adaptively regulating a voltage set-point of the tap changer
as a function of an adaptive OLTC transformer power
flow dependent voltage set-point characteristic;
wherein regulating a voltage set-point comprises:

generating a first OLTC transformer power flow dependent
set-point characteristic, wherein at least a portion of the
first OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point
characteristic is configured to extend substantially lin-
early between at least one of a predetermined reverse
electric power flow value and a predetermined forward
electric power flow value; and

generating a second OLTC transformer power flow depen-

dent set-point characteristic including a substantially
constant voltage set-point portion for a predetermined
range of transformer electric power flow.

14. The method in accordance with claim 13, wherein
generating the second OLTC transformer power flow depen-
dent set-point characteristic comprises generating the second
OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-point character-
istic such that the substantially constant voltage set-point
portion intersects with the first OLTC transformer power flow
dependent set-point characteristic.

15. The method in accordance with claim 13, wherein
generating the second OLTC transformer power flow depen-
dent set-point characteristic comprises at least one of:

generating the second OLTC transformer power flow

dependent set-point characteristic including at least one
portion substantially parallel to the at least a portion of
the first OLTC transformer power flow dependent set-
point characteristic extending substantially linearly
between at least one of the predetermined reverse elec-
tric power flow value and the predetermined forward
electric power flow value; and

generating the second OLTC transformer power flow

dependent set-point characteristic including at least one
portion intersecting with the first OLTC transformer
power flow dependent set-point characteristic through at
least one of the predetermined reverse electric power
flow value and the predetermined forward electric power
flow value.

16. The method in accordance with claim 13, wherein
generating the second OLTC transformer power flow depen-
dent set-point characteristic comprises defining a hysteresis
portion extending between approximately 0% and 25% of the
at least one of the predetermined reverse electric power flow
value and the predetermined forward electric power flow
value.

17. The method in accordance with claim 13 further com-
prising generating the second OLTC transformer power flow
dependent set-point characteristic as a result of a tap change.
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